
Noon Bible Study: Acts 20 
Acts 20:1-6 - Travel details, travel companions 

Intinerary: Ephesus → Macedonia (exhortation) → Greece (3 months) → Syria (didn’t go) → back 
through Macedonia (Philippi) → Troas 

Companions: Sopater of Berea (son of Pyrrhus), Aristarchus & Secundus of Thessalonica, Gaius of Derbe, 
Timothy, Tychicus & Trophimus of Asia 

v. 2 - During this time Paul is writing and checking in on Corinthian church.  Greece is aka Achaia, where 
Corinth is located. He also is going to write the letter to the Romans: 

See Romans 15:22-28  

 v. 3 - Paul wants to go to Jerusalem and bring the collection he has gathered for the needy saints there.   

v. 4 -  In discussing the “collection for the saints” in 1 Cor. 16:1–4, Paul noted that it would be 
accompanied by official representatives from the churches. Their presence would give safety from robbery and 
also would provide a public guarantee of Paul’s integrity in handling the funds. The men listed here (Acts 
20:4) as accompanying Paul represent all the areas of his missionary work. (ESV Study Bible) 

 v. 5 - They all went ahead and met Paul & Luke 

 

Acts 20:7-12 - Paul teaching in Troas, Eutychus is lucky 

 v. 7 - “first day of the week” - Sunday - 1st reference of Christians gathering on Sunday 

“Eutychus” means good fortune, lucky 

 

Acts 20:13-16 - Travel details 

v. 16 - Paul sails past Ephesus. He wanted to be in Jerusalem, hopefully by Pentecost.  Remember that v. 6 
indicates Paul was in Troas 5 days after the feast of Unleavened Bread.  There are 50 days between 
Passover (the first day of Unleavened Bread) and Pentecost.  Pentecost was one of 3 pilgrimage festivals to 
Jerusalem for the Jews and Paul hoped to be there by then.  He has been in Ephesus for 3 years and a stop 
there would have included many visits and goodbyes, making it difficult to make it to Jerusalem in time.  So 
instead of traveling to Ephesus, he calls to elders to meet him in Miletus, which is approximately 63 miles 
by land, 38 miles by sea from Ephesus. 
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Acts 20:17-35 - Paul’s message to Ephesian elders (Part 1 - v. 17-27, Part 2 - v. 28-31, Part 3 - v. 32-35) 

- In many ways this message is probable representative of what Paul may have said to elders at each city 
upon returning to encourage them.  This is the only recorded meetings of such event (Luke was with Paul 
when this happened). 

 

Part 1 - Acts 20:17-27 - Paul’s manner with the church and future plans 

v. 19 - humility and tears, v. 20 - didn’t hold back anything profitable, v. 21 - preached repentance 
towards God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, v. 22-24 - Heading to Jerusalem.  He is not sure of what 
will happen, but convinced he should go.  He is not afraid because he is determined to finish his course., v. 
25 - they won’t see his face again., v. 26-27 - Paul is confident he has given them everything they need. 

 

Part 2 - Acts 20:28-31 - Word for the elders 

v. 28 - (1) be on guard for yourselves (2) be on guard for the flock (3) Remember that the holy spirit is who 
made you overseers to shepherd his possession. 

v. 29-30 - (1) wolves will come in (2) and some of you too will draw away disciples for themselves, speaking 
perverse things 

ESV Study Bible - Paul showed remarkable insight into the future situation of the Ephesian church (probably through 
a revelation from the Holy Spirit). The letters of Paul to Timothy, who served Ephesus a decade or so later, attest 
to the presence of false teachers who were ravaging the church for their own gain & who had indeed come from 
within the church, in fact, from among the elders themselves.(See 1 Tim. 1:19–20; 4:1–3; 2 Tim. 1:15; 2:17–18; 
3:1–9.) 

 

Part 3 - Acts 20:32-35 - Paul’s example as elder and shepherd 

- v. 35 - work hard. Help the weak. It is more blessed to give than receive.. Paul didn’t take advantage of 
the people he served.  He wasn’t a burden to his church. 

 

Acts 20:36-38 - Bittersweet Goodbye 

the church could/should be “ok” by the leadership of Christ and the spirit-filled, godly “no-name” elders. 
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This approximately all happened in the year 57 AD.  Paul will be arrested soon and eventually will arrive in Rome 
and be put under house arrest in 62 AD.  That is when he will write the letter to the Ephesian church, which is 
primarily a letter of encouragement and instruction on various parts of the Christian life.  He will later write (c. 
64) a letter to Timothy who is now leading as an elder in Ephesus (Priscilla and Aquila are also there 2 Tim. 4:19).  
Much of the content of this letter, as well as a second letter (written by 67 AD) will be for Timothy and the 
church to be on guard against those preaching false teaching and those who have turned disciples away from the 
faith.  Unfortunately, Paul’s warning to the elders in Miletus was not fully headed.  He encourages Timothy to be 
on guard. 

 

Last words of 1 Timothy:  

1 Timothy 6:20-21 - O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter 
and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called "knowledge "--  21 which some have professed and 
thus gone astray from the faith. Grace be with you.  

 

Paul will be martyred sometime in 67 AD. 

 

Possibly 20 years later, we know that John, one of the original 12 is now in Ephesus. It is from there that he will 
write 1-3 John.  The last book of the NT, Revelation, written no later than 96 AD, records a message from Jesus to 
the church: 

Revelation 2:1-7 - "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His 
right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:  2 'I know your deeds and your 
toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call 
themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false;  3 and you have perseverance and 
have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary.  4 'But I have this against you, that you have 
left your first love.  5 'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did 
at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place-- unless you repent.  
6 'Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  7 'He who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree 
of life which is in the Paradise of God.'  
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